
A current Buzz-word
One of the buzz-words of this decade is the term 

“sustainability.” ‘Sustainable this’ and ‘sustainable that.’
Spawned by nightmare visions of nuclear and eco-

logical holocaust, the word is used to describe a world 
which can keep on going and which is managed in a careful 
and caring way to allow future generations to live as freely 
and bountifully as we do.
Apply the term more broadly

But shouldn’t the word sustainable also be applied to 
relationships and institutions?

Obviously yes. When people speak of a ‘sustainable 
Seattle’—one of the hot words up here—even the City 
Government formally endorses the concept—what they 
are really talking about is the relationship of humans to the 
physical environment.
Apply the thought to our 
beloved & quirky WER

Unlike Richard Nixon, 
I would like to have the 
WER to kick around for a 
long time. And so I think 
that we ought to ask the 
question:  What relation-
ships should exist within 
the WER and between the 
WER and the public to 
ensure that the WER is a 
sustainable event? What do 
we do to ensure that the 
enterprise can be around 
for many years? (I take 
for granted that the WER 
should exist in 25 years 
more--I want to read that 
50th Anniversary issue.) 

Stewart Brand 
implicitly answered this 
question in the negative 
over 20 years ago when 
he shut down The Catalog; 
he said that it was more 
powerful a lesson if it self-
destructs. But times have 
changed. Age brings differ-
ent attitudes and I don't 
like to see things that work 
blithely thrown away. 

Obviously, in its most gross and simple terms, what 
makes relationships and institutions sustainable is money. 
I have been reading for years now how WER teeters from 
one financial crisis to another and yet it continues to 
survive. But there is no guarantee that it will survive. And 
I think that it’s death would be a shame, much as it some-
times annoys me.
Ask this Question

So I suggest that the question to be faced is HOW 
TO MAKE THE WER A SUSTAINABLE EVENT.

And I suggest that it might be a sustainable event if it 

could grow beyond its initial stroke of genius impulse––ac-
curate information can only be provided by a staff either 
rich (‘don’t need the money’) or poor (‘don’t need the 
money’) and an institution which leads to the basic premise 
of no advertising. 

WER must become more ‘market driven.’ WER needs 
to generate enough money so that it can pay its staff a sus-
tainable wage. There is nothing wrong with paying people 
what they are worth and from what I understand, WER 
pays people with ‘job satisfaction’ and a certain amount of 
social cachet. The only problem is that you cannot pay for a 
house in the Bay Area with either one. 

Here are some options for discussion.
WER, for profit 
WER should become a for-profit corporation. Its shares 

could be held by any 
reader who wishes to buy 
them BUT the majority of 
the shares should be held 
by the people who work 
on WER. Shares should 
be rewarded with some 
relations to 'years served' 
etc. etc.
WER, The TV Show

WHOLE EARTH 
CATALOG is a brand-
name with high prestige 
and renown. Indepen-
dently of the idea of for-
profit status, WER could 
go on QVC (or some 
such shopping channel) 
with its own product 
review and sales show. Or 
perhaps the WER, The TV 
Show should be a book-
review program. Who 
knows quite yet. But with 
500 cable channels, there 
is more than enough 
room.

All I know is that the 
entire WER enterprise is a 
well-known and respected 
institution and that such 
prestige should be used to 

that the institution can continue to serve.
Bizarre Ideas

Yes. These ideas may strike some as shallow and/or 
bizarre. Or counter to the spirit of WER. I don't agree. The 
true spirit of WER is to try new things, or at least to think 
about them. The true spirit is to take nothing for granted, 
to be truly audacious and daring, to appreciate thoughts 
from 'beyond where no one has ever gone before.'

Here, then, is another such 'bizarre' idea: imagine a 
50th anniversary issue. How to do it.

David Sucher
Seattle WA 

December 8, 1993

"Mommy. What channel is 
the 'WHOLE EARTH' TV show on?"

or

How to Make WHOLE EARTH Review
A Sustainable Event

ʻCongratulations! WER!
But will you send me 

a 50th Anniversary Issue?ʼ


